Wane Allard

S ENATOIR o

For Release: Contact: Sean Conway
March 1, 2001 (202) 224-6207
Brooke Morton

(202) 224-5946

ALLARD PROMOTES “"READING AWARENESS MONTH"
SAYSBUSH EDUCATION PLAN WILL LEAVE NO CHILD BEHIND

Washington, D.C. — U.S. Senator Wayne Allard (R-CO) today encouraged parents and
grandparents to take time to read to their children and grandchildren during “ Reading Awareness
Month.”

“1 cannot overstate the importance of what reading to your children or grandchildren
means to their educationa development,” Allard said at a press conference held to highlight
March as ‘ Reading Awareness Month.” “As afather | read to my daughters when they were
growing up and now as a grandfather | read to my four grandchildren. | encourage every parent
and grandparent to take time to read to your children and grandchildren.”

Allard also commented on President Bush's commitment to education and in particul ar
reading programs focused at children. He noted that in President Bush’ s education budget the
President directs $5 billion over the next five years to ensure every child in America can read by
third grade.

“1 applaud President Bush for making education his number one priority,” added Allard.
“The education blue print he has laid out will ensure we leave no child behind.”
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