
For Release:          Contact: Sean Conway
May 30, 2002      (970) 351-7582

ALLARD TOLD BY SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 60
COLORADO COUNTIES TO RECEIVE DISASTER DESIGNATION

ACTION IN RESPONSE TO GOVERNOR AND SENATOR’S REQUEST

Denver, CO – U.S. Senator Wayne Allard (R-CO) was informed by U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture Ann Veneman Thursday morning that 60 additional Colorado counties have been
designated disaster areas due to the on-going drought. 44 counties have been designated primary
disaster areas and 16 other counties have been designated contiguous disaster areas. On May 2,
2002, Kit Carson, Phillips, Lincoln and Yuma Counties were also designated disaster areas by
USDA. Today’s action means all of Colorado’s 64 counties have received disaster designation
due to the drought.

The disaster designation was originally requested from USDA by Governor Owens and
Senator Allard in separate letters on April 22, 2002 to the Secretary of Agriculture.

“I am very pleased that the Secretary of Agriculture has responded favorably to Governor
Owens and my request,” said Allard. “Colorado could be facing one of its worst droughts in a
century and this disaster designation will allow farmers and ranchers to receive low interest
loans to allow them to survive this unprecedented drought.”
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