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SENATE COMMITTEE PASSES JOE ROWELL PARK BILL
ALLARD BILL WILL CONVEY 25 ACRES TO THE TOWN OF DOLORES

Washington, D.C. - The Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources today passed
S.1972, a bill by U.S. Senator Wayne Allard (R-CO) to transfer management and ownership of Joe
Rowell Park from the U.S. Forest Service to the Town of Dolores.   The 25 acre parcel of land would
be used for open space, park and recreational purposes.

“Joe Rowell Park is an integral part of the Dolores community and holds no real value for the U.S.
Forest Service,” Allard said.  “Transferring ownership of this land to the town is a logical choice for
the community, the Forest Service and the American taxpayer .”

Allard was asked to introduce legislation by the Town of Dolores who currently operates the park
with a special use permit.  The Dolores community has spent nearly $300,000 in improvements upon
the land which includes recreational areas, playgrounds and other facilities enjoyed by area
residents. 

“I am pleased that the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee passed this legislation which
is so important to the Town of Dolores,” Allard said.  “I am hopeful that the bill will be passed by
the full Senate this Congress.”

Passage of Allard’s bill would resolve the Town of Dolores’ two year effort to regain control of the
park.  S.1972 now moves to the full Senate for consideration.
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